











Aakra et al.: Three species of spiders (Araneae) new to Norway

resides at the bottom end of a long silklined cham-
ber enclosed by moss or detritus (Lethinen 1967).

Given previous habitat descriptions and the cur-
rent record it would seem that 4. agelenoides is
to be associated with various types of habitats
where any loose material (sand, gravel, stones)
can be found. The most important factor is pro-
bably a suitable medium in which the characte-
ristic silk tube can be constructed which also
includes moss carpets. Having a largely sedentary
mode of life and possibly a vertical rather than
horisontal migration the species is not likely to
be taken by pitfall traps and has consequently been
overlooked in north Fennoscandian studies. 4.
agelenoides is probably widespread and locally
common in the region.

LIOCRANIDAE

Agroeca cuprea Menge, 1873

Material: BO Hole: Roysehalvaya, Sehol (EIS
36), pitfall-trap, 14 May - 14 June 1998, 1 ¢ (leg.
L.O. Hansen).

This species is widespread in Sweden, having been
found north to Visterbotten (Jonsson pers.
comm.), it is not known from Finland (Palmgren
1977). A. cuprea is widespread throughout Europe
and extends into central Asia (Grim 1986, Platnick
2001). It is likely the species is present in larger
parts of southeastern Norway.

The species is commonly associated with dry sites,
both in forests and various semi-open-to open
biotopes (Grimm 1986).

SALTICIDAE

Talavera thorelli (Kulczynski, 1893)

Material: @ Rade: Tasken N (EIS 20), pitfall-trap,
2 - 24 June 1995, 1 ¢ (leg. J. I. 1. Batvik & O.
Hanssen).

This small salticid is known north to Virmland in
Sweden (Jonsson pers. comm.) and from the
southern coast of Finland (Palmgren 1977). It is
therefore likely that T. thorelli reaches its north-
westernmost limit of distribution in Europe in the
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Figure 1. The collection site of Arctobius agelenoides near Alta, Finnmark. The arrow indicates the

malaise-trap. Photo: Lars Ove Hansen.
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Oslofjord region, in common with many other
evertebrates (Hanssen & Hansen 1998). T. thorelli
is mainly a species of dry open areas.
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