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The following two species of sawflies (Hymenoptera, Symphyta, Tenthredinidae) Aglaostigma
alpinum (Thomson, 1871) and Tenthredo velox Fabricius, 1798, are recorded for the first time from
Norway. Remarks on their biology and distribution are given.
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INTRODUCTION

The thenthredinid genera Aglaostigma and
Tenthredo are so far represented with 2 and 26
species respectively in Norway (Siebke 1980,
Strand 1898, Kiaer 1898, Nuorteva et al. 2005,
Heibo & Lennve 2006, Taeger et al. 2006).
Both genera belong to the large subfamily
Tenthredininae (Viitasaari 2002), that contains
most of the large and colourful tenthredinids. A
number of species are carnivorous as adults, and
attack smaller insects. Unlike most other sawflies
number of tenthredininies are polyphagous,
feeding as a larva on a wide range of host plants.

In this paper two more species are added to
the Norwegian fauna: Aglaostigma alpinum
(Thomson, 1871) and Tenhtredo velox Fabricius,
1798. All hitherto known records of 4. alpinum
and T velox in Norway are presented.

MATERIAL & METHODS

Material from all major museums in Norway has
been reviewed. The presented material is deposited
in the collections of the Natural History Museum,
University of Oslo, German Entomological
Institute in the Leibniz Centre for Agricultural
Land Use Research (ZALF), and private collection
of E. Heibo. Regional abbreviations are given in
accordance to @Qkland (1981). The nomenclature
is according to Blank et al. (2006), while plant
names are according to Lid (1987).

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Aglaostigma alpinum (Thomson, 1871)

= Aglaostigma nivosa Klug, 1814

= Tenthredopsis nivosa (Klug, 1814)

A. alpinum (see Figure 1) is 7.5-11 mm long
with brown, white and yellowish pattern. It is
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Figure 1. The picture shows a @ specimen of A. alpinum from Seljord, Blika 25 june 2005. Photo:
Karsten Sund.

only recorded in south-eastern part of Norway
(Table 1). A. alpinum is also known from Sweden
(Malaise 1931). Further distribution includes
Finland, Karelia, Central Urals, Carpathian,
Balkans, Far East of Russia, and in Central and
Northern parts of Western Europe (Viitasaari &
Vikberg 1985, Zhelochovtsev 1994, Taeger et al.
2006)). The host plant is not known, but all the
Norwegian specimens are found in shady and
moist localities where at least Tussilago farfara
and Filipendula ulmdria are present. This type of

habitat is widespread in Norway. Most collectors
usually collect in sunny dry fields and therefore
A. alpinum could be overlooked. Still few records
indicates that this species is not common. Malaise
(1931) claims A. alpinum to be rare in Sweden.
Other European Aglaostigma-species feed on
Tussilago farfara, Petasites sp., Galium sp.,
Epilobium sp., Filipendula ulmaria and Impatiens
noli-tangera (Taeger et al. 1998).

Table 1. The table shows the records of Aglaostigma alpinum in Norway. Abbreviations: OJL = Ole J. Lennve, EH
= Erik Heibo and NHM = Natural History Museum, University of Oslo, DEI = German Entomological Institute in the
Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Land Use Research (ZALF).

Strand- Municipality Locality EIS UTM [WGS84] Coll. date N 379 leg Col.

region

TEI Seljord Blika 26 32VMM752054 25 June 2005 12 oJL NHM

BY Lier Elveroa 28 32VNM747325 9-31 May 2008 19 EH EH

AK Baerum Kjaglidalen 28 32VNM790467 7 June 1997 29 oJL NHM

AK Baerum Kjaglidalen 28 32VNM790467 19 June 1998 12 oJL EH

AK Oslo Maridalen, Turter 36 32VNM989540 29 May- 29 EH/OJL NHM/DEI
5 June 2002

os Lunner Vestern 36 32VNM812863 11 June 2000 19 OJL NHM
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Tenthredo velox Fabricius, 1798

T velox is 10-11 mm long with black colour
except for the antenna which is white beneath. The
males are red on abdomen from the 3rd tergite and
backwards. A single male was captured at Jarfjord
(EIS 169) in Ser-Varanger (F@), on 6. August
1996 (leg. J. Skartveit). The specimen is kept at
the Natural History Museum, Oslo. The locality is
an alpine meadow on the coast of arctic Norway
with plants like Valeriana sambucifélia, Urtica
dioica sondénii and Anthriscus sylvéstris. Malaise
(1931) lists " velox for Sweden on the basis of an
uncertain record with unknown locality. 7. velox
is known from Finland (Viitasaari & Vikberg
1985). Viitasaari (pers. com.) says that 7. velox
is not uncommon in Finland, and that there exists
records from Finish Lapland as far north as Lake
Inari. Further distribution includes Great Britain
and Denmark, Balkans, Northern Caucasus,
Mongolia, Far East of Russia and Japan (Nielsen
& Henriksen 1915, Zhelochovtsev 1994, Taeger
et al. 20006). The distribution pattern of 7. velox in
Fennoscandia is interesting. Although the species
are widespread in Finland and most of Central
Europe, it has not yet been recorded with certainty
on the Scandinavian peninsula. Material from
the “long-horned” group of Tenthredo (which
T. velox belongs to) has been gathered from all
over Norway, but the specimen from Jarfjord is
so far the only 7. velox that has been found. This
is interesting since this group of insects is well
represented in collections. It is therefore possible
that 7. velox has a north eastern colonization
route into Norway and probably Sweden as well.
It is well known that many other insects have
colonized Scandinavia in this way, for example
several saproxylic beetles (Andersen et al. 2000,
Olberg et al. 2001). The host plants of 7. velox are
Alnus viridis, Polygonum bistorta, and Salix aurita
(Schedl 1976, Weiffenbach 1988). Polygonum
bistorta is a rare imported guest in Norway and
Salix aurita is only distributed approximately
north to the Arctic Circle, while Alnus viridis is
found in the Alps of central Europe (Lid 1987). In
Finland at least Salix aurita is distributed up to the
border of Lapland (Lid 1987). Therefore with no
known host plant in Arctic Norway we suggest it
could be a relative to the plants listed.

Norw. J. Entomol. 55, 229-232

Acknowledgments. We would like to thank Andreas Taeger,
Curator at the German Entomological Institute in the Leibniz
Centre for Agricultural Land Use Research (ZALF), Berlin,
Germany, for verification of the species, and Irina Heibo for
constructive comments on the language. We would also thank
Karsten Sund who provided the excellent photo.

REFERENCES

Andersen, J., Olberg, S. & Haugen, L. 2000. Saproxylic
beetles (Coleoptera) of Troms and western Finnmark,
northern Norway with exceptional distribution in
Fennoscandia. Norw. J. Entomol 47, 29-40.

Lid, J. 1987. Norsk, Svensk, Finsk Flora. 837 pp. Det
Norske Samlaget, Oslo.

Malaise, R. 1931. 13 Steklar. Hymenoptera. 4.
Vixtsteklar. ~ Phytophaga.  Forsta  familjen:
Tenthredinide (P. P.). Svensk insektsfauna.
Entomologiska foreningen i Stockholm.
Stockholm.

Okland, K. A. 1981. Inndelingen av Norge til bruk
ved biogeografiske oppgaver — et revidert Strand-
system. Fauna (Oslo) 34, 213-231.

Blank, S. M., Schmidt, S. and Taeger, A. 2006. Recent
Sawfly Research: Synthesis and Prospects. Goecke
& Evers, Keltern. 704 pp.

Heibo, E. & Lennve, O. J. 2005. Tenthredo amoena
Gravenhorst, 1807, T. mandibularis Fabricius,
1804 and Rhogogaster californica (Norton, 1872)
(Hymenoptera, Symphyta, Tenthredinidae) in
Norway. Norw. J. Entomol. 52, 145-149.

Kier, H. 1898. Uebersicht der phytophagen
Hymenopteren des arktischen Norwegens. Tromse
Mus. Aarsh. 19 (1896), 13-112.

Nielsen, J. C. and Henriksen, K. 1915. Tre- og
Bladhvepse. Danmarks fauna, Copenhagen 18,
1-232.

Nuorteva, M., Nuorteva, J. & Olsen, T. J. 2005. Records
of sawflies (Hymenoptera: Symphyta) from Qstfold,
Soutern Norway. Sahlbergia 10, 68—79.

Olberg, S., Andersen, J., Huse, @., Fossli, T.-E.,
Haugen, L. & Brattli, J. A. 2001. A survey of the
saprophylic beetles (Coleoptera) in Dividalen,
Troms county, northern Norway. Norw. J. Entomol.
48, 129-146.

Schedl, W. 1976. Untersuchungen an Pflanzenwespen
(Hymenoptera: Symphyta) der subalpinen bis
alpinen Stufe der zentralen Otztaler Alpen (Tirol,
Osterreich)  (Alpin-biologische ~Studien  VIII).
Veroftentlichungen der Universitit Innsbruck 103,
1-85.

231



Heibo et al.: Aglaostigma alpinum and Tenthredo velox in Norway

Siebke, H. 1880. Enumeratio Insectorum Norvegicorum
Fasc. V, Pars I. Catalogum Hymenopterorum
Continent. Christiania.

Strand, E. 1898. Enumeratio hymenopterorum
norvegicorum. Ent. Tidskr. 19, 71-112.

Taeger, A., Altenhofer, E., Blank, S. M., Jansen,
E., Kraus, M., Pschorn-Walcher, H. & Ritzau., C.
1998. Kommentare zur Biologie, Verbreitung und
Gefdhrdung der Pflanzenwespen Deutschlands
(Hymenoptera, Symphyta). Pp. 49—-136 in Taeger, A.
& Blank. S. M. (Eds): Pflanzenwespen Deutschlands
(Hymenoptera, Symphyta). Kommentierte
Bestandsaufnahme. Verlag Goecke & Evers,
Keltern.

Taeger, A., Blank, S. M. & Liston, A. D. 2006.
European Sawflies (Hymenoptera: Symphyta) — A
Species Checklist for the Countries. Pp. 399-504 in
Blank, S. M., Schmidt, S. & Taeger, A. (eds) 2006.
Recent sawfly Research: Synthesis and Prospects.
Goecke & Evers, Kelteren.

Viitasaari, M. 2002. A review of the extant families
of the Hymenoptera. Pp 175-195. in Viitasaari,
M. (ed.), Sawflies (Hymenoptera, Symphyta). A
review of the suborder, the Western Palearctic taxa
of Xyeloidae anfd Pamphilioidae. Tremex Press,
Helsinki.

Viitasaari. M. & Vikberg, V. 1985. A checklist of the
sawflies (Hymenoptera, Symphyta) of Finland.
Notulae Entomol. 65, 1-17.

Weiffenbach, H. 1985. Symphyta (Hymenoptera) von
Siid-Niedersachsen, Nord- und Mittelhessen. Mitt.
Miinch. Ent. Ges., Miinchen 75, 5-44.

Zhelochovtsev, A. N. 1994 (Translation of
Zhelochovstev 1988). 27. Order Hymenoptera.
Suborder Symphyta (Chalastogastra). Pp 1-387 in
Medvedev, G. S. (Hrsg.). Keys to the Insects of the
European part of the USSR. Amerind. Publ. Co. Pvt.
Ltd., New Delhi 3 (6).

Received: 3 April 2008
Accepted: 25 August 2008

232



