Trygve Rygg (1921-2008)
in memoriam

Trygve Rygg passed away 12 October 2008 at
the age of 86. Trygve Rygg was born at Skoger,
Buskerud, 9 December 1921. He finished his
study in agronomy at the Norwegian Agricultural
University in 1957 and was engaged as research
assistant at the Norwegian Plant Protection
Institute the same year. Rygg worked for a short
period at Landvik Agricultural Research Station,
Grimstad, but came to As when the Norwegian
Plant Protection Institute moved from Oslo to
a new institute building at As in 1958. He was
attached to this institute during his complete
working period until he retired in 1991 at the age
of 70.

Trygve Rygg was constituted State Entomologist
in 1976. In 1986 the title State Entomologist, dating
back to 1891, was abolished, and Rygg became
Research Director. During the period 1976-1991
he acted as head of Department of Entomology and

© Norwegian Journal of Entomology. 5 June 2009

Nematology at the Norwegian Plant Protection
Institute. In 1970-1972 Rygg held the position as
associated professor in agricultural entomology at
the Norwegian Agricultural University. He was
visiting scientist at Rothamsted Experimental
Station, England for one year to study migration
by aphids among other topics.

In an interview Trygve Rygg stated that he had
planned to work with large animals (veterinary
science), however, he never regretted that he
instead started to study small animals like
insects. In the new building the institute got
opportunity to expand its activities within plant
protection in agriculture and horticulture in
Norway. Rygg specialized in many insect pests
that injured important crops, like cereals, potato
and vegetables. He worked with insect pests like
aphids, hemipterean and dipterean species, such
as bird cherry-oat aphid (Rhopalosiphum padi),
the carrot psyllid (Trioza apicalis) , the leathopper
Empoasca vitis on potato, cabbage root flies (Delia
brassicae, Delia floralis), the onion fly (Delia
antiqua), the swede midge (Contarinia nasturtii)
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and the frit fly (Oscinella frif). For numerous pest
species the biology and control options under
Norwegian conditions were studied and published
(see the publication list below).

During the 1960’s and 1970’s it was important
for the Norwegian Plant Protection Institute
to secure that farmers had access to biological
information of the insect pests, diseases and weeds
so they were able to reduce the use of chemical
pesticides in agriculture. Trygve Rygg saw early
the opportunities to start using forecasting and
prognosis, e.g. for aphids in cereals. His lifelong
contribution to plant protection in Norway has
been of great importance.

We will remember Trygve Rygg as a good and
devoted colleague and leader of Department of
Entomology and Nematology during a major
period in the development of the Norwegian Plant
Protection Institute.

Trygve Rygg acted as treasurer 1968-1970
and as secretary 1971-1974 at the Norwegian
Entomological Society. An in-depth interview
with Trygve Rygg about his entomological
interests and activities is printed in the society’s
journal Insekt-Nytt (Hagvar 2003). The interview
is also reprinted in the book on the history of
entomology in Norway (Semme 1964).
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