






to a certain extent are indifferent. Brachychtoni­
idae are most abundant in the upper layer. As 
much as 66 % of the oribatid biomass can be re­
ferred to the panphytophagous species. They are 
Parachipteria willmanni, Platynothrus pelt((er, 
Chal1lobates sp., Fuscozetes fuscipes, Gahl/1111a 
sp., Call1isia n.sp., Nanherl1lallnia coronata, 
Nothrus pratensis and Eupelops sp. Of the more 
common species Parachipteria willmalllli is 
mostly confined to the upper layer, Nothrus pra­
tensis to the middle layer while Nallherl1lannia 
coronata is indifferent in vertical distribution. 

It must be admitted that the division of the la­
yers in the present study is quite arbitrary and 
may in fact obscure any narrow niche divisions. 
The vertical movements during the year must 
also be better known. However, the results from 
the present study seem to indicate that the ma­
crophytophages and microphytophages occur 
most abundant 10wer than 5 cm down in the 
bog. The panphytophagous group of oribatids is 
clearly the largest group with 66 '?{) of the bio­
mass and as should be expected they are not 
confined to any special layer if we regard them 
as one group. But within the group there is noti­
ceable differences. 
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( Short communications) 

DINOCRAS CEPHALOTES (CURTIS, 1827) 
(PLEC.,PERLIDAE) IN WESTERN 
NORWAY. 

TERJE HERMANSEN 

A total of 58 nymphs of Dinocras cephalotes (Curtis, 
1827) were collected in the river Etneelva in 
southern Hordaland. The species probably spend 
three years as nymphs in the river. 

Terje Hermansen, Museum of Zoology, N-5014 Ber­
gen-University, Norway. 
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Fig. I Number of nymphs in each sizeclass from May 
1977 to July 1978. Sizeclasses: I: 0-2,2 mm, 11: 
2,2-3,2 mm, Ill: 3,2- mm, between the eyes. 

Fauna norv. Ser. B. 26: 95. Oslo 1979. 

According to Lillehammer (1974) Dinocras cep­
halotes (Curtis, 1827) is found scattered in eas­
tern and northern Norway. Most of the records 
are from the central mountain areas in southern 
Norway, where it is taken in small and medium 
sized streams, largely in the Boreal pine forest 
zone. In western Norway the only previous re­
cords are two from Rogaland. The species pre­
fers rivers with stony, stable substratum and is 
reported to live three years as nymphs (Hynes 
1941, Brinck 1949). 

During my investigation on the food prefe­
rence of young salmon (Salmo salar L.) in Etne­
elva, HOi: Etne, in 1977 and 1978 I caught 58 
nymphs of D. cephalotes, one of which were fo­
und in the stomach of a young salmon. The lo­
cality (UTM:32VLM303183) is situated 22 m 
a.s.!. about 3 km upstreams. The current speed 
is rather slow as the locality is situated above a 
threshold. The substratum is dominated by large 
and medium sized stones overgrown with mos­
ses. During the investigation the acidity in the 
water varied between pH 5.96 and pH 6.34 and 
the watertemperature between I.7°C and 
18.2°C. Monthly samples were taken and the 
collecting method used was the kicking techni­
que (Frost et al. 197 I). 

The width between the eyes is used to sepa­
rate the nymphs into sizeclasses. In fig. 1 the 
number of nymphs in each sizeclass are plotted 
against the sampling time. Nothing contradiets 
that the nymphs spend three years in the river. 
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A CONTRIBUTION TO THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE NORWEGIAN SPIDER FAUNA 

ERLING HAUGE 
New records in Norway are given for the soecies 
Araniella displicata (Hentz), Liocranum rupicola 
(Walckenaer, Philodromus laevipes L., Xysticus erra­
ticus (Blackwall) and Lepthyphantes angulipalpis 
(Westring) 

Erling Hauge, Museum of zoology, Museplass 3, 
5014-Bergen/Univ., Norway. 

Araniella displicata (Hentz). In Norway this spe­
cies has been reported only once: At R0yken 
near the Oslo fjord, Eastern Norway (Collett 
1976). The new record is from Western Nor­
way: HOi: Voss, Gjerksvoll, SE of Bavallen. One 
females with a cocoon was found 24 June 1978 
by a student group (leg. O. Thune and B.E. 
Waage). Habitat: On Juniperus communis in an 
open area within a south exposed alder thicket. 

Liocranum rupicola (Walckenaer). Previously 
the species has been reported from Son (Akers­
hus) and from the Hvaler islands (Ostfold) (Waa­
ler 1967). The new record is from Telemark: 
TEy:Bamble, Rorholt. One female was found on 
a house wall 31 July 1975 (Torfinn Andersen 
leg,), It is a rather rare, southern species, accor­
ding to Lockett & Millidge (951), and does not 
seem to occur north of Ostergotland in Sweden 
(Tullgren 1946). 

Philodromus laevipes L. Storm (1898) reports 
the species from Mostadmarken near Trond­
heim (as P. elegans (Blackwall). Further it is re­
ported «up to Nordland» (Collett 1876, Strand 
1899). The new record is the first from Western 
Norway: HOi: Varaldsoy, Vardheiane, one fem­

ale on the trunk of a pine, 12 May 1974. The co­
lours of the specimen are almost identical to 
those given by Tullgren 0944, Fig. 40B). 

Xysticus erraticus (Blackwall). The species has 
previously been found near Bergen (Collett 
1876, Strand 1899), Hol in Hallingdal (Strand 
1899) and in Son (Akershus) (Waaler 1967). 
New records: HOy: Kvinnherad, Gjermunds­
hamn, 1 male, 30 Aug. 1968 (B.Berland leg.), 
Aay: Hovag, Indre Arsnes, 1 female, .30 May 
1971 (K. Syvertsen leg.) and 1 female, in a mea­
dow, HOi: Voss 29 June 1978. 

Lepthyphantes angulipalpis (Westring). Pre­
viously reported from Hallingdal (Strand 1899) 
and from Ringsaker (Waaler 1971) New re­
cords: VE:Tjome, Mostranda, 60 males and 7 
females, 10 April - 20 May 1975 (Trond 
Andersen leg.); YE: Notteroy, 1 female, 14 May 
1975 (T. Andersen leg,), 
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