


Table I. Mites from nests of Accipiter gentilis (L.) and Aegolius funereus (L.) in Norway.

Species

Bird A. gentilis A. funereus
Nest 1 2 3 4 5 6

Mesostigmata

Family Ascidae
Arctoseius cetratus (Sellnick)
Proctolaelaps sp. nr. epureae (Hirst)
Proctolaelaps sp. nr. pini (Hirst)

Family Digamasellidae
Dendrolaelaps cornutulus group

Family Laelapidae
Androlaelaps casalis (Berlese)

Family Parasitidae
Gamasodes bispinosus (Halbert)
Parasitus sp.

Family Rhodacaridae
Gamasellus alpinus Schweizer

Family Trachytidae

Family Zerconidae
Zercon curiosus Tragardh

Prostigmata

Family Eupodidae
Protereunetes sp.

Family Penthaleidae
Halotydeus sp.

Family Rhagidiidae
Rhagidia sp.

Family Tydeidae
Paratriophytydeus sp.

Astigmata

Family Anoetidae
Mpyianoetus n. sp.

Myianoetus sp.

Family Glycyphagidae
Dermacarus norvegicus Fain, Philips & Wilson
Glycyphagus hypudaei O.L., (Koch)

Family Listrophoridae
Listrophorus,phenacomys Fain & Hyland
Listrophorus sp.

Family Saproglyphidae
Procalvolia n. sp.

Oribatei

Family Damaeidae
Damaeus sp.

Family Brachychthoniidae
Brachychthonius zelawaiensis Sellnick
Liochthonius sp.

Family Oppiidae
Oppia ornata (Qudemans)

Oppiella nova (Oudemans)
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Three new species of astigmatic mites were
found in the owl nest; the new Dermacarus has
been recently described (Fain, Philips & Wilson
1979). The genera Procalvolia and Myianoetus
have not previously been recorded from Nor-
way. The discovery of Arctoseius cetratus, Ga-
masodes bispinosus, and Gamasellus alpinus also
appear to be new records from Norway.

Genera not previously recorded from raptor
nests include the predators Gamasodes, Parasi-
tus, Gamasellus, Zercon and Rhagidia; the para-
site Listrophorus, the herbivore Halotydeus; the

saprovores Procalvolia, Protereunetes and
Liochthonius; and the unspecialized feeder Para-
triophytydeus.

The mite fauna in Norwegian raptor nests ap-
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pears to be quite different from that in Finnish
raptor nests. Only one genus, Dameus, was fo-
und in this study and by Nordberg (1936). His
data represent the only previous findings of
mites in the nests of goshawks and Tengmalm’s
owls. None of the nine species he reported were
found in this study. He collected three species of
obligate avian ectoparasites and six species of
humus fungivores, whereas I found one faculta-
tive avian ectoparasite, nine humus fungivores,
five animal saprovores, two obligate mammal
ectoparasites, one herbivore and 13 predators.

The mite communities in these Norwegian
nests are similar to those in raptor nests in North
America. Anoetid mites were numerically domi-
nant in a screech owl (Otus asio Gmelin) tree-
hole nest in central New York examined one
month after nesting was over (unpublished)
data). This nest also contained two new species
of Myianoetus. One of those species, which
I also found in the nest of a zone-tailed hawk
(Buteo albonotatus Kaup) in Texas, is very simi-
lar to the Myianoetus sp. of the Tengmalm’s
owl nests. Anoetid mites prefer very moist rott-
ing substrates and mainly feed on microorga-
nisms (Krantz, 1978).

Species in the Norwegian nests which I have
also found in raptor nests in the U.S.A. include:
Arctoseius cetratus (red-tailed hawk (Buteo ja-
maicensis(Gmelin)),nest, Massachusetts); Andro-
laelaps casalis (same red-tailed hawk nest, also
screech owl nest, New York); Brachychthonius
zelawaiensis (same red-tailed hawk nest); Gly-
cyphagus hypudaei (American Kestrel (Falco
sparverius L.) nest, New York; saw-whet owl
(Aegolius acadicus Gmelin) nest, Connecticut);
and Oppiella nova (same American kestrel nest).

Listrophorids are fur mites, and L. phenaco-
mys is known only from the microtine rodent
genus Phenacomys in Canada (Fain & Hyland
1974). Only one female listrophorid was found
in nest 5, and positive identification of the spe-
cies was not possible. Future sampling may con-
firm the tentative identification of the species
made by Dr. A. Fain, Antwerp. This listropho-
rid was found in a nest used by the owls a year
previously. Such a mammal parasite may have
been brought to the nest box on prey captured
by a roosting owl, or perhaps the rodent host
used the unoccupied box as a resting place. The
nymph of Listrophorus sp, and the two glycyp-
hagid species, from the nest used in 1977, pro-
bably reached the nest on prey. Both glycypha-
gid species were represented only by the hypo-
pus stage, non-feeding nymphs which possess
claspers, grasp mammal hair, and are trans-
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ported by mammals to favourable breeding sites
such as nest burrows. Glycyphagus hypudaei is a
nearly cosmopolitan species known from many
genera of rodents, including Lemmus lemmus
(L.) and Myopus schisticolor (Lilljeborg) in Nor-
way (Fain 1969). The host and adults of Derma-
carus norvegicus are unknown.

Mpyianoetus and Procalvolia are genera which
possess entomophilic hypopi. Myianoetus spe-
cies are phoretic on dipterans, while Procalvolia
has been found on ptiliid beetles. Androlaelaps
casalis is a bird and mammal ectoparasite com-
mon in birds’ nests, but it may prey on astigma-
tic mites (McKinley 1963, Wilson & Bull 1977).
The only previous records of this species in Nor-
way are two specimens collected by Edler &
Mehl (1972) on Clethrionomys glareolus (Schre-
ber) and Apodemus sylvaticus (L.). Although ob-
ligate avian ectoparasites were not found in
these abandoned raptor nests, future samples
may be expected to yield new host records, addi-»
tional new species of mites, and further records
of acarines new to Norway.
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QShort communications )

ATHERIX IBIS (Fabr. 1798), 1803 (DIPT.,
ATHERICIDAE) NEW TO NORWAY

LITA GREVE

Atherix ibis (Fabr.) is reported for the first time from
Norway. One female was found in Neiden, eastern
Finmark county.

Lita Greve, Museum of Zoology, University of Ber-
gen, Museplass 3, N-5014 Bergen-University, Nor-
way.

While working through the collections of Rha-
gionidae (Diptera) in Tromse Museum, one fem-
ale Atherix ibis was discovered from eastern Fin-
mark: Ser-Varanger county, Neiden, 5 July
1901. The specimen was correctly labelled A.
ibis, the determinator, however, is unknown.

The Fennoscandian distribution of A4. ibis
shows one record from Sweden. Andersson
(1962) published the first record from Torne
Lappmark. Two females were found, and up to
this date, June 1980, no additional material has
been reported (Andersson, pers.comm.). 4. ibis
is also known from Denmark (Lyneborg 1960).

A. ibis is included in the list of Finnish Diptera
by Hackman (1980). There are several speci-
mens present in the Museum of Helsing-
fors/Helsinki, most of them from northern Fin-
land. Hackman, W. (pers comm.) has observed
A. ibis on the Finnish side of the river Tana
which follows the borderline between Finland
and Norway for a considerable distance. His ob-
servation indicates the presence of A. ibis in
inner Finmark province as well as in the eastern
parts.

A. ibis has previously not been reported from
Norway, and this species is not present in the
collections of the museums in Oslo, Bergen,
Rana or Trondheim.
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PLATYCHEIRUS GROENLANDICUS
CURRAN AND PL. FJELLBERGI NIELSEN
(DIPT., SYRPHIDAE) IN THE SOVIET
UNION

TORE R. NIELSEN

Platycheirus groenlandicus Curran 1927 and P/. fjell-
bergi Nielsen 1974 are reported from the Soviet
Union. PI. groenlandicus has uptill now only been
known from the Nearctic Region.

Tore R. Nielsen, Juvélveien 19 D, N-4300 Sandnes.

Examination of some older syrphid specimens
collected in the Soviet Union, and kept in the
collections of the Zoological Museum, Helsinki,
has shown the occurrence of Platycheirus
groenlandicus Curran and Pl. fjellbergi Nielsen
in Northern Siberia. The material is as follows:,
Pl. groenlandicus: Dudinka, leg. Wuorentaus (2
3 S)and Pl. fiellbergi: Kanin, lag. B. Poppius (1
3); Dudinka, leg. Wuorentaus (1 ).

Pl fjellbergi was described on material from
alpine and arctic/subarctic areas in Norway and
Sweden (Nielsen 1974), while Pl. groenlandicus
has so far been known only from the Nearctic
Region (Greenland and arctic parts of North
America).

Pl. groenlandicus is a small species (size about
that of Melanostoma mellinum (L.)), with three
pairs of greyish spots on the abdomen and rat-
her broad front metatarsi in the male (Fig. 1). A
comparison with some related northern species
is given in a previous paper (Nielsen 1972).
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Fig. 1. Front leg of male Platycheirus groenlandicus.
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The Third European Congress of Lepidopterology will be held in Churchill College, Camb-
ridge 13—16 April 1982.
The main theme of this Congress will be:
Lepidoptera ecology and biogeography
with
Conservation of the Lepidoptera
as a subsidiary theme.
Provisional offers of papers on these and other Lepidopterological topics should be sent
as soon as possible to: —
J. Heath
Monks Wood Experimental Station
Abbots Ripton
Huntingdon, Cambs. PE17 2LS
Further details of the Congress will be issued in due course.
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