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DICTYNA AR UNDINA CEA (L.) (ARANEAE, 
DlCTYNIDAE) FOUND IN ICELAND 

ARNI EINARSSON 

The spider Dictyna arundinacea (L.) is reported from 
Iceland for the first time. It is common in Betula 
nana scrubland in the vicinity of Lake MYvatn nor­
thern Iceland. 

Arni Einarsson, Institute of Biology, GrenSlivegur 
12, Reykjavik, Iceland. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Icelandic spider fauna has been studied for 
about a century, and 87 species have been recor­
ded (Brrendegaard 1958, Lindroth 1965, Lin­
droth et al. 1973, Bengtson et al. 1976, see also 
Ashrnole 1979). Recently a considerable samp­
ling effort has been spent by various investiga­
tors in different habitats and climatic zones in 
Iceland. This has only revealed one species of 
spider not reported before from Iceland, Dictyna 
arundinacea (LJ 

RESULTS 
Dictyna arundinacea was found by sweep netting 
and collecting by hand in dwarf birch (Betula 
nana L.) in the vicinity of Mount Vindbelgiarf­
jail in the MY'vatn district and in Laxardalur, 
North Iceland. The species was common in mo­
ist scrubland dominated by B. nana, B. pube­
seens, Ehrhenberg, Salix phylicifolia L. and 
Vaecinium uliginosum L. but its characteristic 
webs were only spotted in the B. nana bushes. 

Table I. The records of Dictyna arundinacea in Ice­
land. 

Date 

24 Apr. 1981 1 juv. Q, 4 juv. cl 
1 May 1981 1 juv. cl 

18 July 1976 1 juv. cl ([eg. Erling Olafsson) 
18 July 1983 5 ad. Q 
28 July 1980 6 juv. Q, 1 juv. cl 
28 July 1983 4 ad. Q, 2 ad. cl (with eggs) 

3 Aug. 1982 3 ad. Q (with hatching eggs) 
5 Aug. 1982 many ad. Q Q observed (with 

small young) 

The individuals found in early spring (Table I) 
were ail juveniles. Some of those collected on 24 
April 1981 and kept alive at room temperature 
matured on 5- 6 May the same year. In late 
July some females in the field had eggs and in • 
the first week of August newly hatched young 
were found with some adult femftIes. In July al­
most full grown but immature individuals were 
found along with mature animals. 

The animals collected conform well to the 
description given by Locket and Millidge (1951). 
The tota11ength of mature individuals was about • 
3.5 mm. The carapace was deep brown with 
rows of light hairs running lengthwise on the 
elevation on the front half of the carapace. Simi­
lar hairs were found along the edge of the cara­
pace. The pearly white eyes were evenly and wi­
dely spaced; the clypeus wide. An undivided cri­
belIum and a calarnistrium were present. The 
male chelicerae were excavated along their 
inner margins. The light grey abdomen had dark 
markings along the dorsal midline and on the 

O.5mm
 
Fig. I. D. arundinacea, a male right palp viewed 
from below. 
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sides. The tibial apophysis on the palp was rela­
tively short and broad. The twisted process at 
the base of the palpal tarsus pointed upwards to­
wards the tibia (Fig. 1). 

The specimens collected are kept in the Mu­
seum of Natural History in Reykjavik, Iceland. 

DISCUSSION 

Dictyna arundinacea is common in a type of ha­
bitat which is characteristic of the MYvatn dis­
trict but of limited occurrence elsewhere in Ice­
land. D. arundinacea has not been systemati­
cally §OOrched for in other parts of the country 
but the lack of habitat there may explain why 
this species has not been collected before. . 

D. arundinacea is widespread in NW-Europe: 
the British Isles (Locket et.al. 1974), Fennoscan­
dia (Palmgren 1977a), Denmark (Nielsen f928) 
and Germany (Wiehle 195~At is recorded from 
Orkney but neither fro111Shetland nor from the 
Faroes (Ashmole 1979). It is found sparingly in 
boreal North America (Chamberlin and Gertsch 
1958), but has not been reported from Green­
land. 

Locket and Millidge (1 951) state that D. arun­
dinacea builds its web in the heads of plants (H­
ving or dead) and in bushes, gorse (Vlex euro­
paeus L.) etc. In Finland, according to Palmgren 
(l977a), D. arundinacea is mainly a species of 
the heather (Caliuna) in open, dry forests but 
also common in B. nana bogs and in low scrub. 
Palmgren (l977b) mentions Vaccinium vitis­
idea L. as the most typical habitat for D. arundi­
nacea in Mantyharju in Finland. 

Palmgren (l977b) states that in Finland D. 
arundinacea hC\S a two year life cycle: Egg-lay­
ing in June-early July, hatching in July-early 
August, growth to semiadult stage the following 
summer and maturation in May of the third 

summer. The Icelandic material is consistent 
with a two year life cycle. Only immature indi­
viduals were found in the spring, but during the 
summer both mature animals and immatures. 
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( Bokanmeldelser )
 

DURANTON J.-F., LAUNOIS, M. LAUNOIS-LU­
ONG, M.-H. OG LECOQ M. 1982. - MANUEL DE 
PROSPECTlON ACRlDlENNE EN ZONE TROP!­
CALE SECHE (Hdndbok om akridologiske underslJ­
kelser i IlJrre Iropiske omrdderJ. G.E.R.D.A.T., Paris. 
Bind I: 1-695 + 7 sider uten nummer; Bind II: 
707 - 1496, + 5 sider uten nummer. Pris: 320 FF: 
(Hoo: G.E.R.D.A.T.lP.R.I.F.A.S., BP 5035, 34032 
Montpellier Cedex, Frankrikel 

Denne handboken, som har et fiott utseende, et prak­
tisk format og et solid omslag av plast, gjenspeiler 
den store erfaringen i feltarbeid efter Akridider som 
rorfatterne har fatt i en rekke land fra Madagaskar til 
Sahelen. Den er dell i to bind av omtrent samme tyk­
kelse. Det forste behandler en rekke teoriske sider, fra 

taksonomi og bestemmelse til fasenes utvikling og 
forekomst hos «farlige» gresshoppe-arter. Det andre 
bindet omfatter alle praktiske sider av feltarbeidet, fra 
dets materielle organisasjon til bruken av innsamlede 
data ved tilbakekomsten til laboratoriet. Handboken 
deler lite med selve kampen mot «farlige» gress­
hoppe-arter, som ikke faller innen dens ramme. Tek­
sten er meget kortfattet og presis, og inneholder en 
mengde nyttige data, ract og forklaringer. Den unn­
viker a vrere kjedelig ved hjelp av en rik illustrasjon, 
en klar inndeling i avsnitt, og her og der noon humo­
ristiske trekk. Den rekker mye lengre enn selve fel­
tarbeidet med gresshopper. Kapitlene om okologi, ad­
ferd, biologi eller fysiologi kan vrere til nytte for en­
hver biolog, og ikke bare for entomologer. AIle som 
skal ferdes i felt kan finne mye lurt og interessant i 
det andre bindet. Kort sagt, det er en fiott handbok, 
med en masse interessante og nyttige saker, og, ikke 
verst, behagelig a lese. 

J. -F. Voisin 

J 
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GUIDE TO AUTHORS. 
F-\LNA NORVEGICA Ser. B. publishes papers in 
English, occasionally in Norwegian and German 
with an extensive English abstract. When preparing 
manuscripts for submission, authors should consult 
current copies of Fauna norvegica and follow its 
style as closely as possible. Manuscripts not confer­
ring to the guide to authors will be returned for revi­
sion. 

\Ianuscripts should be submitted to one of the mem­
bers of the editorial committee or directly to the Edi­
tor-in-Chief. Send twO copies. They must be type­
written, double spaced throughout, on one side of the 
paper, and with wide margins, 5-6 cm on the left. Se­
parate sheets should be used for the following: I) 
Title page, with author's name, 2) An abstract, with 
the name and full postal address of the author under­
neath. 3) Tables with their headings, 4) Legends to fi­
gures. 

Dates should be referred to as 10-20 Aug. 1970. 
Only Latin names should be underlined. Other 

underlinings should be left to the editor. Approxi­
mate position of figures and tables in the text should 
be indicated in the margin. All acknowledgements 
should be given under a single heading at the end of 
the text, but before the references. 

Figures and Tables. Send two copies. All illustra­
tions should be identified lightly with the author's 
name and the figure number. The figures and tables 
should be constructed in proportion to either the en­
tire width of the typed area (J 40 mm) or to the co­
lumn width (67 mm). 

Nomenclature. The first time a binomen is used in 
the text the name of its author should be included, 
Author names should be written in full except L. for 
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necessary, i.e. Ryacophifa nubi/a (Zetterstedt, 1840). 
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List of references are to be unnumbered and in inter­

national alphabetical order (i.e. A= AA, )E and
 
A. = Ae, 0 and b = Oe). Titles of journals should be 
abbreviated according to the World List of Scientific 
Periodicals. Do not refer to papers «in prep.» among 
the references, 
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Proofs. Two copies of the first proof will be sent to 
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tions will be charged to the author. 

Reprints. Twentyfive reprints are supplied free (fifty 
with multiple authorships). Additional reprints can 
be ordered at a charge (an order form is sent with the 
proofs). 

FAUNA NORVEGICA Ser. A, B, C vii normalt ut­
komme med til sammen 5 hefter i lopet av en argang 
(ett volum), For at heftene skal komme inn undet 
Postverkets regler for billig serie-utsendelse, for­
langes det at Fauna norvegica i hvert kalendenir gis 
fortlopende nummer fra 1 og oppover (altsa i argang 
1981: 1-5), Det vii kunne bli noe tilfeldig hvilke 
hefter som blir gilt de respektive nummer pa grunn 
av uregelmessigheter med rekkefolgen i lopet av aret. 

Referansemessig skalen aldri ta hensyn tif nltmme­
ret i ovre hoyre hJorne pd omslaget Gnne i firkanten). 
Det en skal ta hensyn til er de oppgitte data for re­
spektive serier. De forste heftene i hver serie viI i ar­
gang 1981 hete henholdsvis Ser. B'Vol. 28 No. I. Ser. 
C Cinclus Vol. 4 No, I. Ser. A Vol. 2 No. I. Det er 
disse data som gir den korrekte Iitteraturreferansen, 
og det er disse forkortelsene som star oppfort i Ab­
stract til hver artikkel og pa srertrykkene. 




