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Agrochola nitida (Denis &
Schiffermiiller, 1885) (Lep.,
Noctuidae) new to Norway

Claus Christiansen

Agrochola nitida (Denis & Schiffermiiller,
1775) is reported new to the Norwegian fauna.
The locality and distribution is briefly described.

Claus Christiansen, Sgrasveien 24, N-1430 As,
Norway.

Two females were caught at Kroken, Vestby, in
Akershus county (EIS 28), 2 Sept. 1993,
C. Christiansen leg.

The locality, Kroken, is situated close to the sea
(Oslofjord), and characterized by mixed decidu-
ous forest. There is a mild climate during the
winter, with an early spring and a rather dry
sumimer season.

Agrochola nitida is fairly common in south-east
Sweden north to Uppland, but rather rare in the
western part of the country. In Denmark, A. niti-
da has been found scattered in the east, but has
become more rare in recent years. In Finland it
is found onl} at Aland, where it is local and rare.
The general distribution of A. nitida covers the
area from Asia Minor, through the south-west
part of Russia to West-Europe and from south
Scandinavia to the Mediterranean.

The larva lives a.0. on oak (Quercus), beech
(Fagus) and willow (Salix). The habitat is scrub
and deciduous forest (Skou 1991).

Sammendrag

Agrochola nitida (Denis & Schiffermiiller,
1885) (Lep., Noctuidae) new to Norway

Agrochola nitida er funnet ny for Norge i
Kroken i Vestby kommune, Akershus. To hun-

ner ble tatt pa ly, 2 sept. 1993. Lokaliteten ligger
n&r sjgen og domineres av blandingsskog.
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Mesogona oxalina (Hiibner, 1803)
(Lep. Noctuidae) new to Norway

Magne Pettersen & Sidsel Iversby

Mesogona oxalina (Hiibner, 1803) is recorded
for the first time in Norway. One male was cap-
tured in a light trap on Akergya, one of the
outermost Hvaler islands, @stfold (@, EIS 12),
31 Aug. 1993.

Magne Pettersen and Sidsel Iversby, Daniel
Leegaardsgt. 4, N-1607 Fredrikstad, Norway

On Akergya, Hvaler, @stfold (@, EIS 12), a
male of Mesogona oxalina was captured in a
light trap 31 Aug. 1993 (Leg. M. Pettersen).
This species has not been recorded in Norway
before.

Akergya is an island in the Hvaler region. The
major part of the island consists of a rocky ter-
rain interspersed with low bushy plants, grassy
patches, small copses and boggy areas.

The host plant for the larva in Denmark is possi-
bly Salix repens (Skou 1991). On Akergya seve-
ral Salix species are recorded, also S. repens,
which is common.

The distribution of M. oxalina is from Ural
through Russia into western Europe, and from
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the south of Fennoscandia to middle Spain, Italy
and further to the Bulgarian mountains. In
Denmark the species is regular in western and
northern Jutland and reported occasionally from
Zgaland and Bornholm. In Sweden M. oxalina is
recorded from Gotland and @land, and wides-
pread along the west coast from Skéne to
Bohuslan (Skou 1991).

It was a recently hatched specimen that was cap-
tured. Since M. oxalina is not known as a migra-
tor, it may indicate that the species is resident in
the area.

Sammendrag

Mesogona oxalina (Hiibner,
Noctuidae) ny for Norge

1803) (Lep.

Mesogona oxalina (Hiibner, 1803) er rapportert
ny for Norge. En hann av arten ble fanget i lys-
felle pa Akergya, en av de ytterste Hvalergyene,
@stfold (@, EIS 12) den 31. aug. 1991.

Krypvier (Salix repens), som i Danmark muli-
gens er larvens vertsplante, forekommer vanlig
péd Akergya.
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The managing editor of Fauna
norvegica - Edvard K. Barth
- retires

True idealists are becoming a “rare species” and
therefore they deserve our special attention.
During the last 15 years, i.e. since 1979 and
Fauna norvegica vol. 1, Edvard K. Barth has
had his idealism put to the test in his job as
managing editor of Fauna norvegica. He has
been the ever-present person, and the “load-car-
rying unit” in the editorial staff, as well as the
security regarding continuity and supervision
for the numerous links that necessarily have to
be present within the “machinery” of a scienti-
fic journal. Not least he has had to sesist in the
frontline in the struggle for funds to keep the
journal alive.

Moreover, Barth’s efforts have gone far beyond
the duties normally taken care of by a managing
editor. Not only has he followed the manus-
cripts from their first arrival from the editors-in-
chief to their final form in the journal. Together
with his wife, Sonja, he has also been responsi-
ble for keeping the subscriber lists for the three
series (Fauna norvegica, Series A, B and C) up-
to-date, i.e. changes of address, dispatching
invoices, etc, up to the point where the final
product was labelled with a correct name and
address and sent to biologists all around the
world. There is reason to stress that his editors-
hip of Fauna norvegica, with an yearly 700-800
hours of work, has been supported with only a
symbolic financial compensation.

Many scientific authors in Norway have taken
their first unsteady steps towards scientific aut-
horship and made their first appearance under
the guidance of Edvard K. Barth. I am sure that
nobody has lost his or her self-confidence
because of him, and probably we are a massive
troop that will miss his pleasant letters and fri-
endly telephone conversations.




Few Norwegian zoologists have contributed
more to the spread of ideas on conservation and
knowledge within a broad range of zoological
topics, particularly within ornithology, than
Edvard K. Barth. His research on the history of
our ancestors’ struggle to survive without using
guns and harpoons, i.e. how they constructed
and used huge catching systems for reindeer, is
another area where he has made significant con-
tributions.

Although Barth’s endowment to the publication
of Fauna norvegica can never be appreciated
and rewarded through a gift, the present editori-
al board has decided to give him the original
drawing of the dipper decorating the front cover
of Fauna norvegica Ser. C, Cinclus. This dra-
wing is by Viggo Ree, a Norwegian artist also
known for his drawings of several Norwegian
stamps carrying bird motives. Hopefully this
symbolic token will act as a reminder of the
widespread appreciation for his excellent job as
managing editor of Fauna norvegica.

Last year Edvard K. Barth was able to celebrate
his 80th birthday (Fauna norvegica, Ser. C.,
Cinclus 16: 43). Those of us who have the pri-
velege to know him personally know that he
will not remain unproductive due to age or his
retirement from the editorship, and we wish him
all the best in the years to come.

Kjetil Bevanger
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Guide to authors

FAUNA NORVEGICA publishes papers in English,
occasionally in Norwegian with an extended English
summary. When the paper is written in English, an
extended summary in Norwegian is also required, to be
printed after Acknowledgements. Authors should con-
sult recent copies of Fauna norvegica and follow their
style as closely as possible. Manuscripts that do not
conform to this guide will be returned for revision.

Manuscripts, double-spaced, on one side of the paper
and with wide margins, should be submitted to the edi-
tor in chief in duplicate, including figures and tables.
Separate sheets should be used for (i) title page, with
authors name, (ii) abstract, followed by the name(s)
and full postal address(es) of the author(s), (iii) tables
with their headings, (iv) legends to figures. After
acceptance, the author will be asked to send the text on
a floppy disk (preferably 3.5") suitable for an IBM
compatible word processor in either WordPerfect or
Word. The operating system and word processor used
should be clearly specified.

Dates should be given as 10-20 Aug. 1970.

All Latin names of genera and species in the text and
tables should be in italics. The approximate position of
tables and figures in the text should be indicated in the
margin. All acknowledgements should be gathered
under a single heading at the end of the text.

Figures and Tables. Each illustration must be clearly
numbered, gnd an abbreviated title and the name(s) of
the author(s) must be written lightly on the reverse
side. If the article is in Norwegian, the figures and
tables must have both Norwegian and English text.
Write Table and Figure both in the running text and
above/beneath tables and figures.

Figures should be no larger than 20x28 cm. Lettering
should be large enough to withstand reduction. Choose
contrasting patterns.

Nomenclature. The first time a binomen of an inverte-
brate or a less known vertebrate is used in the text the
name of the author should be included. Names of aut-
hors should be written in full, except L. for Linnaeus.
Dates of description can be included when considered
necessary, i.e. Rhyacophila nubila (Zetterstedt, 1840).

References. In the text: Black (1979), Black & White
(1973, p. 100), or as noted by Green (1978) and Black
(1979). Multiple references should be given in chrono-
logical order, i.e. (Black & White 1973, Green 1976,
1979, Black 1978).

Examples:

Journal:

Lgken, A. 1962. Social Wasps in Norway (Hymenoptera,
Vespidae). Norsk Ent. Tidsskr. 12: 191-218.

Book:

Haftorn, S. 1971. Norges fugler. Universitetsforlaget,
Oslo.

Chapter:

Corbet, G.B. 1974. The distribution of mammals in
historic time. Pp. 179-202 in: Hawksworth, D.L.
(ed.). The changing flora and fauna of Britain.
Academic Press, London.

Proofs. One copy of the first proof will be sent to the
author. It should be returned to the editor without
delay. Alterations should be limited to correcting type-
setting errors. Extensive alterations will be charged to
the author.

Reprints. There are no free reprints, but reprints may
be purchased at prices listed on the form that authors
receive with their first proof.
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Ser. B (vol 41 no 1) is lacking. In case of incom-

pleteness let us know and a complete verson will
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