




--------------------------Fauna norv. Ser. 842.1995 

the American Museum of Natural History of the Italian Alps, although this is not indica­
LXXI: 1-535. ted in Kime (1990). The species is known to 

Patience, A. 1907. On a new British terrestrial be winter active (Blower 1985). 
isopod. - Zoological Journal of the Linnean 
Society of London XXX: 42-44+1. 

NEW LOCALITIES IN NORWAY 

Nanogona polydesmoides (Leach, 1815) 
(Diplopoda, Chordeumatida) from two 
new localities in Norway 

Kjell Magne Olsen 

Kjell Magne Olsen, Department of Biology, 
Division of Zoology, University of Oslo, P.O.Box 
1050 Blindern, N-0316 Oslo, Norway. 

INTRODUCTION 

N. polydesmoides was first repol1ed from 
Norway by Meidell (1975), who published a 
record made in Bergen in 1956 (leg. 
A. Storesund). Two fen1ales were found in a 
garden. Since then, no observations have been 
reported from Norway. The next report from 
Scandinavia is that of Gardenfors (1991), 
mentioning four adult specimens (1 <? , 30 0) 
from the district of Halsingborg, Sweden, in 
1989, and later (1991) another mature male. 

The species is widely distributed in Great 
Britain and Ireland (Kime 1990), where it 
liven under stones, fallen logs and bark 
(Blower 1985). It is preferably found on cal­
careous localities in or near woodland, but 
also in more open land, arable fields usually 
not included. In Britain, this is the species 
most frequently recorded from caves. The 
species is also rather common in southen1 
France and otherwise only in scattered locali­
ties in the rest of France and southern 
Belgium. An isolated subspecies (N.p. italicus 
Manfredi, 1931) occurs in the Lombardi area 

Unsystematical sampling of millipedes has 
been carried out by the author in the surroun­
dings of Arendal in Aust-Agder County and in 
the Oslo area. In both areas the species has 
been found, and both localities are more or 
less influenced by man. In Arendal (EIS 6), 
two females were found underneath a birch 
log in Naturparken, BI~dekjrerheia, on 27 
March 1993. The ground was rather frozen 
and ice crystals were present on the lower sur­
face of stones and logs. The park is encircled 
by roads and buildings, and Arendal railway 
station is situated at the botton1 end of the rat­
her steeply sloping deciduous forest (mostly 
oak Quercus spp.). Another female was 
caught in a Barber pitfall at the same site bet­
ween 5 September and 7 November 1993. 

In Oslo (EIS 8), two females and one juvenile 
male were found under two large stones in a 
mound of clay in the compost heap area of the 
Botanical Garden at T~yen, on 27 August 
1993. This locality is undoubtedly heavily 
influenced by man, and introduction from 
abroad cannot be excluded. Plants are regular­
ly imported to the Botanical Garden and its 
greenhouses (R. Elven pers. comm.). It is not 
very likely that the species can spread to new 
areas by itself from here. One adult male was 
also discovered in one of the greenhouses at 
the same locality on 21 October 1993. The 
temperature inside was 10°C. 

IS THE SPECIES INDIGENOUS OR 
INTRODUCED TO SCANDINAVIA? 

Gardenfors (1991) discusses whether N. poly­
desmoides is introduced to Sweden or not. As 
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the locality near Halsingborg resembles its 
natural habitats in Great Britain and Ireland, 
there is a possibility that it is of ancient, but 
post-glacial, origin in Sweden. The localities 
in Norway (including Bergen) are all more 
obviously synanthropic, and nothing points to 
an indigenous origin here. 
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SAMMENDRAG 

Nanogona polydesmoides (Leach, 1815) 
(Diplopoda, Chordeumatida) fra to nye loka­
liteter i Norge 

Nanogona polydesmoides (Leach, 1815) har 
hittil bare blitt funnet to steder i Skandinavia; 
i Bergen i 1956 og i nrerheten av Helsingborg, 
Sverige, i 1989 og 1991. Arten rapporteres her 
fra to nye funnsteder i Norge: Naturparken, 
Arendal, Aust-Agder og omradet ved kom­
posthaugen til Botanisk Rage og Museum, 
T~yen, Oslo. Begge funn er fra 1993. 
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