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Together with C. albodactylus the three species are
separated from other Norwegian species in related
genera through their deeply cleft forewings with
extremely narrow, curved lobes. P. pentadactyla (Lin-
naeus, 1758) is a large species with silvery white
unmarked wings, very different from the two other
mainly yellow-coloured species. M. baliodactylus
(Zeller, 1841) (Fig. 2) differs from C. albodactylus
(Fig. 1) by its much darker fringes, particularly of the
hindwings. C. albodactylus has two small, dark spots
in the forewing disc not present in baliodactylus. The
genitalia of albodactylus are illustrated by Hannemann
(1977) as Pterophorus siculus.

In the past C. albodactylus was confused with Calycip-
hora xanthodactyla (Treitschke, 1833) which is a cen-
tral and south European species externally inseparable
from albodactylus. Due to the confusion with xantho-
dactyla, it is difficult to tell the exact range of the speci-
es. According to Hannemann (1977) it is distributed in
south and central Europe. In Sweden it is known from
the two Baltic sea islands, Oland and Gotland (Svensson
et al. 1994). The Finnish locality is Imatra in the district
Eteld-Karjala (Kyrki & Karvonen 1985) which is situa-
ted in the extreme south eastern corner of the country.

Kyrki & Karvonen (op.cit.) described Cirsium helenioi-
des as a new food plant for C. albodactylus. The Nor-
wegian find confirms this plant as the preferred species
in the outer, northernmost fringes of its distribution
range. Further south other thistle-like Asteraceae (Car-
lina, Serratula et cetera) have been given as the food
plant. But the mentioned earlier confusion with C. xan-
thodactyla requires this information to be reexamined.

Although the new Norwegian records represent more
or less thermophilous localities, it is difficult to imagi-
ne what the Norwegian sites ecologically should have
in common with the xerophilous and climatically very
different conditions of the nearest occurences on
Oland and Gotland. The new localities are situated
more than 500 km WNW of the Swedish localities.
Kyrki & Karvonen (op.cit.) suggest the Finnish popu-
lation might be a recent introduction (by train!). It is
difficult to envisage such a hypothesis for the presently
described populations. The lepidopterous fauna of
Drangedal represent several other hitherto unpublished
species, whose distribution patterns with large disjunc-

102

Figure 1
Imago of Calyciphora albodactylus (Fabricius).

Figure 2
Imago of Merrifeldia baliodactylus (Zeller).

Figure 3
Underside of leaf of Cirsium helenioides mined by larvae of
Calyciphora albodactylus.





